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Welcome to worship on this solemn and holy night
“Maundy” is the old English translation of the Latin word mandatum, meaning
“commandment” and “Tenebrae” is Latin for “shadows” or “darkness.”

Tonight, we remember this sacred story of love and shadows, of heartwrenching suffering and love that knows no end. But we do not only remember
this sacred story as something that happened long ago. This story is sacred
because it is timeless, ever inviting us to find our place within it, individually and
collectively. So, center your heart that we may make this journey together into
the shadows, and here encounter God’s world-altering love.

Many of the rituals of this night belong to ancient Christian tradition:
the service of Tenebrae (readings and progressive darkness), closing the Bible,
whispering the Lord’s prayer and departing in silence.
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Welcome & Call to Worship
Gathering Hymn

“Abide with Me” verses 1 & 5 (see p. 5)

Unison prayer
God of light and shadows, we have come here this night to enter
your story. Though we do not fully understand it, we have come to
share in Jesus’ journey. In a world so often ruled by the forces of
death, we long to follow his example: to serve as he served, and to
love as he loved. Give us the strength, O God, to take up our cross
and to walk with Jesus to the end, that the world might know your
transforming love. Amen.

Scripture

Sharing the Bread and Cup

Matthew 26:20-29

Communion Hymn “As We Gather at Your Table” (see p. 5)
Sharing the Lord’s Supper
Invitation & Communion Prayer
Words of Institution
Sharing Bread and Cup
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Thank you, God, for fullness of life in your Spirit, for love that
cannot die, for peace the world cannot give, for joy in the company
of friends, for the splendors of creation, and for the mission of
healing justice that you have given us. Bear the fruits of this holy
communion in our daily lives: oneness of heart, love for neighbors,
forgiveness of enemies, the will to serve you every day, and life
that never ends. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

Scripture

A New Commandment

John 13:3-15

Sung Response “Will You Let Me Be Your Servant” (see p. 6)
Scripture

The Gethsemane Prayer, Betrayal & Desertion

Mark 14:26, 32-50

Sung Response “Be Still, My Soul” (see p. 6)
Scripture

The Trial before Caiaphas and Peter’s Denial

Silence
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Mark 14:53-72

Scripture

The Trial Before Pilate & the Cry to Crucify

Mark 15:1-20

Sung Response “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” (see p. 7)
Scripture

It Is Finished

John 19:17-30

Sung Response “Were You There” (see p. 7)
Scripture

The Closing of the Word

John 1 (excerpts)

Musical Meditation
A Last Word & the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

Postlude
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“Welcoming Any, Loving All”
The Federated Church is
An Open and Affirming (ONA) Congregation

Follow us on
Facebook & Instagram:
@Federated Church Sycamore IL
w w w .t h e f e d e r a t e dc h ur c hs y c a m or e .c o m

Church Office: (815) 895-2706 || Email: thefederatedchurch@frontier.com
Pastor Eric’s cell: (815) 797-2250 || Email reveric.federated@gmail.com
Federated Church Preschool, Director Jan Scheffers
Phone: (815) 764-9473 || Email: federatedchurchpreschool@gmail.com
Address: 612 W. State Street, Sycamore, IL 60178
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