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YOU

ARE WELCOME HERE!

Federated Church is an Open & Affirming Community. In a time of deep
division and vitriolic rhetoric around issues of race, ethnicity, gender, and
sexuality, and where the dignity of people living with disabilities or mental health
issues are often ignored, demonized, or turned into a joke, we promise to:
Welcome all people of every age, gender, race, national origin, faith
expression, marital status & family structure, sexual orientation, gender
identity or gender expression, physical ability, mental or emotional
condition, economic and social status, and educational background to
share in the life, leadership, ministry, fellowship, worship, sacraments,
responsibilities, blessings, and joys of our church family.

The Rainbow Flag: We proudly display a rainbow flag at the front of our
sanctuary as a visual declaration of God’s extravagant and inclusive love, as well
as of our own “promise of welcome” to all people. Our prayer is that all can be
their truest selves here. This flag serves as a particular signal that our church is a
safe and affirming space for LGBTQ+ persons to be, to belong, to lead, to
question, and to grow in faith.
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help me
make
a space for you
emptying myself
to create
a place for you
spreading the straw
on the floor
of my soul
in joyful
expectation
of your coming.
“a clearing,”
by christine rodgers
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Order of Worship
Prelude & Centering Our Hearts
Welcome & Passing the Peace
Call to Worship & Lighting of Advent Candles
Adapted from Psalm 85

Ever-Coming One, draw near amidst our darkening days.
As we watch and wait for your coming Light, O God, we gather to be
strengthened with Hope, sustained by Peace, restored with Joy, and
Inspired by Love.
the candles of HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE are lit

Giver of Life, our weary world longs to rejoice. Restore our foundations.
Repair the fractures in our collective body. Cause your goodness to rain
upon the earth like springs rains upon seeded soil.
Light of the World, Breath of Heaven: glow with the fire of your Love in
every darkness, so that justice and peace may finally kiss. Cause
faithfulness to spring forth from the earth, and healing to shine down
from the sky. Come, O Come, Emmanuel.

Gathering Hymn “Christ Be Our Light” vv. 1, 2 & 5 (p. 6)
Advent Confession & The Lord’s Prayer
“Give thanks to God who led us through the wilderness, who remembered us in our low
estate, and who rescued us, for his steadfast love endures forever.” ~ Psalm 136

During present struggles, Israel recalled God’s faithfulness in their past, and
with past generations. In what wildernesses or times of “low estate” have you
experienced God’s steadfast love and abiding presence? What of previous
generations? May you know even now this love which claims us forever.
Our Father who art heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.
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“O Little Town of Bethlehem” verse 3
O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray
Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today
We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord, Emmanuel

Sung Response

Advent Promise
Adapted from “I Will Light Candles this Christmas,” a poem by Howard Thurman

Friends, hear the Good News: Even as we wait for God’s Love to be born
in our midst, the Light of the World is already with us. So, let us light
candles to shine in every darkness.
Wherever despair keeps watch, we will light candles of Hope.
Wherever fear crowds in, we will light candles of Peace.
Wherever grief overwhelms, we will light candles of Joy.
To inspire all our living, we will light candles of Love.
Song of Preparation

Scripture

“One Candle is Lit” vv. 1-4 (p. 7)
Isaiah 52:7-10
John 1:6-8, 19-28
“Then Who Are You?!”

Sermon
Musical Meditation
Our Common Life

See announcements at the end of the bulletin (p. 9)

Sending Hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” vv. 1, 2, 6, 7 (p.8)
Benediction
Postlude

Go in the Peace, Hope, Joy and Love of God!
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Christ Be Our Light
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One Candle Is Lit
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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